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The Hokkai-Gakuen Law Journal Vol. LXI No. 1

A comparative study of moral philosophy
— Yukichi Fukuzawa and J. S. Mill

Toshiko NAKAMURA

Yukichi Fukuzawa read many books and articles of J. S. Mill. He
learned that Tliberty’ was the requisite for development of civilisation
from Mill's ‘On Liberty’ and wrote ‘An outline of a theory of Civilisation’
which criticized the oppressive situation of Japanese society. Fukuzawa
also read Mill's ‘Utilitarianism’ which argued about ‘the principle of
utility’ as ‘the fundamental principle of morality’.

This article examines whether Fukuzawa's idea of morality was
influenced by Mill's argument of ‘Utilitarianism’.

Fukuzawa drew a picture of decent man with morality in the article
‘On Japanese men’ which referred to Mill's idea of ‘dignity’ in
‘Utilitarianism’. But even though Fukuzawa understood Mill's intention
to make ‘the principle of utility’ as ‘the principle of morality’, Fukuzawa
did not accept it as his principle of morality.

His idea of morality was based on Confucian studies which he learned
when he was young. We can see it especially in his articles in ‘One
hundred discourses of old Fukuzawa'. He wrote in it that human being
would be moralistic like Confucius and intellectual like Newton in ‘the
Golden World" which meant the highest stage of civilisation. So we can
understand that Fukuzawa imagined the ideal moral state of man was to
have the complete confucian morality in the end.
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