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Liberty and ‘the preponderance of power’
— Yukichi Fukuzawa and J. S. Mill

Toshiko NAKAMURA

Yukichi Fukuzawa read many western books through Edo to Meiji era.
Especially J. S. Mill's books were most read. This article tries to compare
Mill's “On Liberty” with Fukuzawa's “An Outline of a Theory of
Civilization” and find the influence of “On Liberty”.

Mill argued the importance of liberty for the development of
civilization and Fukuzawa understood it. He analyzed Tokugawa society
and pointed out that ‘preponderance of power” was the main problem. He
wanted to change Japan to be a liberal society, which enabled people’s
independence. But situation surrounding Japan did not allow that. So he
decided to secure the independence of Japan for the time being. But he
continued to try to make Japanese people to be free and independent and
the society of Japan to be liberal whole through his life, which was the
way to civilization.
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